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Making Tasks 

The show is performed with four groups of pupils. One class at a time learn their scene with 

the Splats teacher and when not rehearsing their scene they can work on the activities and 

practice their lines for the scenes.  Please note the script will be adapted on the day as is 

meant as a framework and needs to be flexible so no need to practice anything before your 

class unless requested by the Splats teacher during assembly explanation. Any questions 

please check with the Splats teacher in the morning or in assembly which is meant as a 

guidance session and introduction to the day. 

Earth’s Greatest Show Stage 

This is an optional task for ALL GROUPS. 

All groups can make their own stage and colour in. There are characters that can be printed and 

added to the stage. They can be used as stand up on own or attached to a pencil. 

Please see the Earth’s Greatest Show Pack. 

Set making tasks 

This is an optional task for ALL GROUPS. 

Description 

Using recycled materials make signs to display around the set. These can either stay up for the whole 

show or be changed with each scene. As well as the signs pupils can make objects e.g rockets, 

penguins, fish out of recycled materials to complement the sign and make the set more interesting. 

The signs can be hung on chairs, or hoops or the gym frames. 

Please see the Set Decoration Pack. 

 

For more ideas please visit: https://splatsentertainment.com/the-earths-greatest-show-set-

decoration-ideas-for-environment-projects-using-recycled-materials/ 

 

  

https://splatsentertainment.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Earths-Greatest-Show-Modified-Fit-on-A4-NEW.pdf
https://splatsentertainment.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Earths-Greatest-Show-Set-Decorations-Ideas.pdf
https://splatsentertainment.com/the-earths-greatest-show-set-decoration-ideas-for-environment-projects-using-recycled-materials/
https://splatsentertainment.com/the-earths-greatest-show-set-decoration-ideas-for-environment-projects-using-recycled-materials/
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 Scene 1- The Moon and the Earth 

Feathers walks in with all the Pupils following. They imagine they are entering a Circus Tent. 

They can see the audience who are a circus audience and they are the performers. 

COSTUME: FEATHERS – FEATHERS IS RINGMASTER. WEARING A HAT WITH FEATHERS AND A BLACK JACKET WITH A CANE. THE CANE IS USED LIKE A 

MAGIC WAND WITH A SINGLE TAP ON THE FLOOR TO CHANGE AND A DOUBLE TAP TO CHANGE BACK.  

CIRCUS PROPS: Peacock Feathers 

 Music: Beat Circus – The Mack 

Feathers 

Roll up, Roll up. Welcome, welcome one and all, to the rehearsals for the Earth’s Greatest 

Show.  

Be ready to be transformed with just a flick of imagination, to a bird . . .  

  All pupils start fluttering and tweeting like birds except 1 who asks… 

Pupil 1 

How did you do that? 

Feathers 

I just told you, a Beast 

  All pupils fall onto all fours and start roaring, including Pupil 1 

Pupil 

Woooh! 

Feathers 

And bugs 

All pupils drop to the floor and start scurrying around 

Pupil 2 

Look! S/he just turned **name of pupil** into an ant 

Other pupils 

What’s next? What’s next? 

Feathers 

Learn to swim like a fish 

All pupils start swimming, mouths open 

Fly like an eagle 
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All pupils start to soar like eagles, arms spread like wings. 

Feathers 

And waddle like a penguin 

All pupils start waddling like penguins 

We always enjoy seeing the talent starring in Earth’s Greatest Show. Are there any questions? 

 

Pupil 3 

Erm, are we alright like this?  

Feathers 

I’m sorry I was getting carried away, what did you say? 

Pupil 4 

S/he asked if we are ok? Are we safe? 

Feathers 

Oh yes sorry, it is just a sprinkle of imagination, nothing dangerous! I ’ll change them back. 

Tap Tap and the Pupils are changed back 

Pupil 5 

Wow! That was so cool. Who are you? 

Feathers 

Oh well thank you for asking. My name is Feathers 

Extravagant bow and a tip of the hat 

And I keep a bird’s eye view on The Earth’s Greatest Show, talking of which it’s time for you to 

do the same. Floating in space practice. 

Pupils begin to act as though they are floating upwards: raising their arms and slowly 

turning around on the spot. Meanwhile 3 or 4 pupils at the sides pick up bunches of 

feathers (previously placed) and pass them quickly down the line so each child takes 

one. As soon as they have the feather, they begin to balance it on their hands. 

Pupil 6 

Woooh! What is happening? 

Feathers 

Space travel. But no rockets just floating feathers. 

Pupils continue to balance their feathers  

Pupil 7 
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Where are we? 

Feathers 

On the moon. You can do impossible things on the moon. 

Pupils balance the feathers on their nose and chin. 

Pupil 8 

Who’s that over there? 

Feathers 

Oh that’s the Moon, here let me take them before they float away and go and say hello. 

Feathers collects feathers or pupil as pass them back down the line and pupils at the 

sides place them down. 

COSTUME: MOON IS WEARING A NIGHT HAT AND GOWN SITTING EATING IMAGINARY BREAKFAST. CAN BE SITTING ON APPARATUS TABLE. 

Moon 

Just in time for breakfast. 

Feathers 

What is it?  

Moon 

Imaginary Cheese. 

Feathers 

Mmmm cheese! I love cheese – who would like to try some imaginary moon cheese? 

Pupils 

Ooo me, me, my favourite etc. 

The Moon walks around the stage offering the pupils cheese on an imaginary plate 

Pupils (as they receive the cheese) 

Mmm! Yummy! etc.  

Feathers 

Look there’s the Earth.  

Feathers points to the front as though the Earth is over the audience. 

All Pupils 

It’s beautiful 

Moon 
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Yes, but she’s in a lot of danger because of the greenhouse gasses. 

Feathers 

Shall I show them? 

Moon 

Yes, go on 

Pupil 9 

Are you going to turn us into gas? 

Feathers 

Um yes but honestly it won’t hurt . . . much  . . . and I do need to explain. 

Pupil 10 

Couldn’t you draw a picture?  

Feathers 

I could but it wouldn’t be as much fun! So, the Green houses gasses come from 

Cars – pupils face forwards and ‘steer’ as though driving 

Factories – pupils put their arms up like a chimney 

Deforestation (trees being cut down) - in pairs children act out a tree being chopped down – one 

child chops and the other leans to the side (not fall on floor)  

Decomposing (or cows bottoms) - all children blow a raspberry and relax their bodies as though 

deflating and end up crouching on the ground. 

For the next bit, Feathers should divide the children into 3 sections SL, middle and SR)  

These gasses: Carbon Dioxide (SR pupils ‘float’ up to standing), Methane (middle section of pupils 

‘float’ up to standing), Nitrous oxide (SL pupils ‘float’ to standing), float around above the earth 

and act as an invisible blanket. Trapping hot air just like a greenhouse and they heat the 

earth 

Pupil 11 

Are we baddies? 

Feathers 

No, no you’re goodies, well up to a point as you are what keeps the Earth warm 

They all take super hero goal keeper poses 

They bounce the sun rays back again, like a super hero goal keeper. 

They all move as though saving a goal 

Pupils 
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But they do let some through. Like a goal keeper 

They all act letting a goal in. 

 

Feathers 

And when new gases are made by the Cars, Factories, Deforestation, Cows bottoms 

These gasses: Carbon Dioxide (SR pupils ‘float’ up to standing), Methane (middle section of pupils 

‘float’ up to standing), Nitrous oxide (SL pupils ‘float’ to standing)  

They float up and join you and it’s getting too hot as there are too many of you and you are 

keeping in too much heat. Well we will learn more about this later but for now, we should be 

moving on as it is almost time for the Sun to come up. Goodbye Moon 

Moon 

Good bye . . . oh and if you could bring me up a little cheese next time. 

All pupils wave goodbye to the Moon 

Feathers 

Ooh sunrise time, best time of the day. You should all settle down for some sleep as you’ve 

been up all night. A big round of applause for our Moon Circus and let’s have the sunrise 

group.   
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    Scene 2 – Sunshine 

 Music: Good morning Starshine 

Alarm and morning - This all plays during the change over from group one to group two. 

CIRCUS PROPS: Juggling Scarves 

Pupils all lying down with a juggling scarf snoring. They can blow the scarf 

Rooster 

Pupil with chicken head hides and then pops out to 

Cock a doodle do!  

Pupils wake up and stretch big yawn 

Throw and catch the scarf. 

Waving hello with the scarf 

Throw and catch the scarf. 

Throw and spin round 

All wave and sway on nonsense lyrics waiting for Sun to do his/ her Sunny thing! 

Rooster pupil pops out again and cockadoodle doos 

COSTUME: FEATHERS - STRAW HAT 

SUN – HOLDING THE HAT- SUNNY FLOWER GLASSES 

SUNBEAMS – RED YELLOW AND ORANGE SCARVES 

  Feathers changes Hat and Cane for double warm up act with the Sun 

Music fades lower on early morning singing song and feathers talks over. 

Feathers 

Good Morning, Good Morning and welcome to another day on Planet Earth 

Pupils all swaying to the music with the scarf. 

Looks around for other half of double act 

Where is the Sun? 

Sun is at the back in the middle reluctant to move, the other pupils gently encourage the Sun 

to walk forwards until they reach the front centre   

Sun 

I don’t want to do it! 

Feathers 



9 

 

What do you mean, you have to it is morning. You're the warm up act for the show. We tell 

jokes, do a bit of a dance, get the audience in the mood, you know? 

Sun  (looking downcast) 

I don’t want to!  

Feathers 

Why not? 

Sun 

I’m too hot! 

Feathers 

What do you mean you’re too hot, you’re the sun! Of course, you’re too hot 

Sun 

It’s all my fault! 

Feathers 

What is? 

Sun 

Global warming / Climate change (check which terminology the pupils are used to) 

Feathers 

No, it’s not, that’s Cars – pupils face forwards and ‘steer’ as though driving 

Factories – pupils put their arms up like a chimney 

Deforestation (trees being cut down) - in pairs children act out a tree being chopped down – one 

child chops and the other leans to the side (not fall on floor)  

Decomposing (or cows bottoms) - all children blow a raspberry and relax their bodies as though 

deflating and end up crouching on the ground. 

For the next bit, Feathers should divide the children into 3 sections SL, middle and SR)You tell 

jokes with me, warm up the audience 

Pupil 1 

You are our nearest and brightest star 

All pupils throw their arms out to their sides and stand in a star shape 

Feathers 

Without you our lovely audience would be really cold and well the earth would be a ball of 

ice. 

Pupils all act as though they are freezing: shivering ‘brrrr’ ribbing their arms etc.  
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Sun 

Nobody likes me 

Pupil 2  

Talking through gritted teeth as frozen 

Of course, we like you! 

Feathers 

When you are around, our body releases endorphins and serotonin which put you in a 

happier mood. I say, I say, I say why did the sun go to school? 

Pupil 3 (or all) 

I don’t know why did the sun go to school? 

Sun 

Because it made him brighter! 

Sun giggles a bit and the pupils start to unfreeze 

All Pupils 

Phew! 

Feathers 

Look we must be careful not to get burnt in the sun but the sun, makes you feel good 

All pupils cheer, jump in the air and throw their scarves. 

You get vitamin D. Which keeps your bones healthy  

Look you give energy to all the plants 

Feathers waves hand/stick and all the pupils crouch down on the ground with their hands above their 

heads ready to ‘grow’ as plants 

Pupil 4 

Are we plants now? 

Feathers 

Yes! So, smile. 

Pupil 5 

Plants don’t smile 

Feathers 

These ones do  

Feathers waves hand and they all start ‘growing’ and grinning 
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Pupil 6 

I feel kind of green 

Puts green scarf over face and/or arms/shoulders etc. 

Feathers 

That is because of chlorophyll. That is the chemical that uses light to grow. It’s a process 

called photosynthesis. 

Sun 

The plants get their energy from me. 

Feathers 

Here I wonder if a plant is ill do the other plants photo-sympathise with it! 

All the pupils roll on the floor in fits 

Its ok they’re paid to laugh. It’s not you that’s causing global warming/climate change. It’s 
the pollution from: 

Cars – pupils face forwards and ‘steer’ as though driving 

Factories – pupils put their arms up like a chimney 

Deforestation (trees being cut down) - in pairs children act out a tree being chopped down – one 

child chops and the other leans to the side (not fall on floor)  

Decomposing (or cows bottoms) - all children blow a raspberry and relax their bodies as though 

deflating and end up crouching on the ground. 

We will see in the next scene that there is also a problem with plastic pollution – all pupils act 

as though throwing a plastic bottle into the audience 

(to the Sun) You can’t change and we don’t want you to. You’re the source of all our energy. 

We revolve around you. 

Sun 

It is not my fault then - I do feel happier. 

Feathers 

Here put your hat on and go and hang out for the day and you lot go and cool down. We 

will see how rehearsals for our next act are coming along with the next scene but first a big 

round of applause for our Sunshine Circus. 
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Scene 3 – The Ocean 

 Music: Beyond the Sea 

CIRCUS PROPS: Ribbons and Scarves (blue) 

Feathers 

So, we’ve met the moon and we’ve met the Sun. 

Now, let’s meet the Ocean Band, which keeps the rhythm of the show. The most beautiful, 

powerful, part of the Earth, the Ocean. You can swim? Don’t worry, just copy me, it’s all 
imaginary anyway so it’s quite safe. 

They all hold nose and go under water. 

Half the pupils float to stage right (they will become the Coral Reef) 

 the other half to stage left (band).  

COSTUME: THE BAND ALL WEAR BLUE WIGS AND ROCK STAR SUN GLASSES BUT ALL A BIT SKEW WHIFF. SOME OF THEM HAVE A GREEN OR 

BLUE RIBBON 

THE CORAL WEAR WHITE WIGS. NEMO WEARS AN ORANGE WIG. 

Feathers 

Shhh! Here comes the Ocean band. 

Band Leader 

Ok band meeting 

Band Members (split between them depending on how many wish to speak) 

1. We can’t go on 

2. I don’t feel well (covers head and face with a green scarf) 

3. You are looking a little green 

4. I’m full of plastic (changes to voice to sound ‘stuffed’ or ‘full’) 

5. Ooo! My temperature has gone up  

6. (feeling the forehead of the previous band member) Wow! You are burning up. 

Band Leader 

Hey Feathers! What are you doing down here? 

Feathers 

Just bob, bob, bobbing along 

The Band (either return to previous speakers or carry on with new pupils) 

7. We’re in trouble Feathers! 

8. If the earth is heating up, we can’t do our job. 
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9. It throws us all off balance (they all start to wobble around) 

10. A good band is all about balance feathers. 

11. Look at our ripples (they wave their ribbons jerkily) 

12. We are completely out of tune  

Band Leader 

A one, a two a one, two, three, four!  

(Band Leader starts to conduct. Every member of the band makes the noise of a VERY out of 

tune musical instrument. Try to encourage sounds that represent different instruments to 

create a cacophony.  

The band walk off to stage left. They now quietly need to change from their blue wigs and 

rock star glasses to  

Feathers 

Hey guys come back!  

Now the Ocean usually helps to keep the Earth cool because its plants take the CO2 and 

turn it into oxygen. Because of global warming and plastic pollution, it can’t do its job 

properly and keep the Earth in rhythm (balance) 

While the band are off practicing, I have thought of something that may bring some cheer. 

Let is go and visit another act - the Coral Reef. Just wait until you see them. They are 

beautiful, all colours of the rainbow, the Earth’s largest living structure, visible even from 
space.  

 Music: Freak out 

The Coral Reef pupils enter. Each one is wearing a colour wig but holding a white one 

behind their backs.  

Look here is the Coral, an amazing Disco of colours. Feathers moves amongst the Coral but 

when s/he has gone past one, they turn around remove their colour wig, throw it to the side 

and put on a white one. 

(realizing what is happening) wait a moment where has all the colour gone? It is getting 

bleached and the colourful coral is leaving the dance floor. Being replaced by white, white 

and whiter. 

COSTUME: SEA GROUP ALL WALK ON ALL IN WHITE POP WIGS AND REPLACE THEM 

Coral (can add in extra lines if pupils wish to speak) 

1. My lovely purple has gone white.  

2. Me too I am all white, not a trace of puce  

3. And I am completely white my yellow has entirely disappeared 

Feathers 

Oh dear! This is not good. Not to worry, I can cheer you up. Come and see the clown fish, 

magically hide and reappear. Let’s play Finding Nemo 

COSTUME: NEMO APPEARS WEARING AN ORANGE WIG 
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Coral 

4. See it is pointless. Nemo stands out a mile! 

Nemo swims off crying 

5. Sorry Nemo, we weren’t thinking 

Feathers 

This is terrible, the Ocean and the Coral are a real community but currently it is falling apart. 

We need to get the balance back. Hmmmmm (thinks) I know we need to cool down, Let us 

head off to the Arctic.  

As visitors from the Antarctic, let us adopt penguin mode/polar bear mode 

You have to meet my friends there, the Arctic Ice caps providing the cool for the show and 

trust me, these guys are cool. 

 Music: Circus Music 

COSTUME: CLOWN HATS 

CIRCUS PROPS: Spinning Plates 

Pupils enter from stage left – they have 2 sticks each and one plate. They are wearing clown 

hats and have the plate on top of the hat. Get into positions across the stage 

Arctic 

Hi Feathers  

They take a bow with the plate on the heads and all fall off 

 

They come on clown style spinning plate and stick 

Arctic 

Hi new friends do you want to play? 

Penguin pupils  

Yes please! 

Each penguin pairs up with one of the Arctic clowns and work in a pair with them. Arctic 

clown passes penguin a stick  

They play with the plate between them in one or a few of the following ways:  

They spin the plate on the stick and pass it to their new friend. 

The pass it on their finger. 

They spin it and throw it in the air. 

They pass it from stick to finger  

Things are obviously going wrong as the plates fall on the floor.  

Feathers 
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Hmmm, less impressive than I expected but still pretty cool. Wrap it up folks. 

The pupils attempt to shake hands with each other but they miss. Then one of them puts the 

plate on their head turns to the front and bows so the plate falls on the floor. 

Penguin or Arctic pupil 

6. This ain’t no joke 

7. We’ve become a bunch of clowns  

(hearing the word clowns Nemo runs on) 

Feathers 

Not now Nemo! What are you doing here anyway? 

Nemo 

I got lost (big Awwwwww from the audience) 

Feathers 

Don’t worry Arctic, I am sure we can get your cool back. You should be the coolest place 
and keep everything in balance. But it is getting more and more difficult to keep the 

balance as global warming speeds up, Eventually we may be left with no ice at all eek! We 

will do our best to put this right. 

 

Arctic 

Ok thank feathers 

Thanks new friends 

Feathers 

Now Nemo, we’ll take you back home no time for a movie. Somewhere warmer I think - you 

lot need to dry off.  

A big round of applause for our Ocean Circus. 
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Scene 4 

To set up scene 4, half of the pupils are on the stage representing the trees and wildlife of the 

rainforest. One pupil amongst these will play the orangutan. The rest of the pupils can wear 

the fruit hats and the pineapple glasses and any other tropical costume items. These pupils 

form a ‘U’ shape on stage. The other half of the pupils line up to the side of the audience or 

stay where they were sitting 

Feathers 

For our final visit, we are off to The Rainforest. Forests absorb huge amounts of carbon 

dioxide – It is often called ‘the lungs of the Earth’. It’s amazing. Let us demonstrate (turns to 

the rainforest pupils and guides them to take a deep breath 1, 2 or 3 times) 

Hark! I see some other forms coming in to land. 

 Music: Black Beauty 

The pupils in the audience stand up and raise their arms as wings – from the shoulder and 

using the whole arm rather than just flapping. They move in a line through the audience and 

soar as eagles onto the stage. In a line they soar weaving in and out amongst the trees and 

then come to land in front of the rainforest pupils crouching down.  

Feathers 

Welcome to the Cabaret of the Earth’s Greatest Show. 

Colourful, (pupils wave jazz hands)  

Dangerous (pupils make dun, dun duhhhh) 

Exciting (pupils oooooo!) 

And Green (pupils with scarves shake them out) 

Let the show begin (pupils fanfare) 

 Music: Herb Albert 

The rainforest pupils hold their arms out in front of them to represent the arms of a chair. The 

eagles AND the orangutan stand and fly around the rainforest until the music stops. When it 

stops they scramble to find a ‘chair’ to sit on. For the first round it does not matter how many 

chairs or eagles there are. After the first round, Feathers should ensure that the number of 

‘chairs’ is exactly one fewer than the number of eagles. 

What is going on? Where is the ful multitude of wildlife and why on Earth (nod to audience – 

in a get it sort of way) are you playing musical chairs? This is supposed to be the Cabaret of 

the greatest show on Earth so where is the Circus. 

Rainforest pupils or Eagles 

1) Nowhere to perform 

2) Forests cut down 

3) Musical chairs, Musical chairs (this is spoken like a parrot) 
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4) Better than nothing, Better than nothing (this is spoken like a parrot) 

5) We can’t perform without a stage 

6) And we have lost a lot of the animals  

7) Because they have nowhere to live 

8) We’re running out of homes because they keep being destroyed or taken away 

Orangutan 

Hi guys, may I play musical chairs with you? 

Rainforest and eagles  

Of course. Yes –  

9) Feathers! Cue the music 

To play the next round of musical chairs, Feathers should ensure that the number of ‘chairs’ is 
exactly one fewer than the number of eagles and orangutan. Any pupils not required should 

stand at the sides watching 

After this round all ‘chairs’ are removed except 1and everyone plays one more time ensuring 

the orangutan wins. 

Orangutan 

Oh! Just one left. I think I won. Yay! 

Unseen by the orangutan, the chair tiptoes away. 

Feathers 

Sorry Orang you are out (when orangutan looks puzzled, Feathers points to the space where 

the chair was.) 

Orang 

Oh ok no problem I’ll just go and hang out over er, erm yep see you late guys have fun. 

Walks off dejected but trying to look like it’s no problem 

Feathers 

Oh dear this is terrible! The Sun is upset, the Ocean is out of tune, The Arctic has lost its cool 

and now the Rainforest has lost its stage and poor old Orang has lost his/her home.  

What can we do? *sighs* I’ve run out of ideas.  

Feathers Sits dejected 

Now to get our brains working really well you need to put your thinking hats on so let’s get our 

thinking group on so you can learn to run the show yourselves but this time do it properly 

Pupils 
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10) Where do the ideas come from? 

Feathers 

Oh the trees of course. You just have to sit under one or if you’re a bird on one and you will 

get ideas.  

I know! Why don’t you try it? 

The rainforest pupils collect a green or yellow scarf and return to their ‘U’ shape and pose as 

though they are trees. Those with ribbons wave them and the eagles and orang sit under 

them or ‘on’ them 

Rainforest pupil 

11) My leaves are getting warm 

Feathers 

Yes, all ideas start from the Sun. 

Rainforest pupil 

12) My leaves have dropped off 

Feathers 

That’s good, they go into the ground and are eaten by slippery slimy worms, which are 
delicious. This helps the earth breath 

Feathers turns the trees into worms 

Eagles 

Ooooo worms. Delicious! 

Feathers 

From the earth new life and new ideas are grown. Everything helps everything. 

I feel much better and I think today is going to be full of new ideas. Let us watch some of the 

Earth’s Greatest Show as it should be to inspire us to produce even better ideas. 

All pupils leave the stage and quietly collect a ‘thinking hat’ 

 Music: Good Morning Starshine 

(One pupil dons the chicken mask and Cock a doodle doos) 

Feathers 

(Enters with a pupil representing the sun in a straw hat and glasses) 

Roll up Roll up Ladies and Gentlemen for the Earth’s greatest show. 

Feathers 

Let me introduce our Ring masters and Rings Mistresses and their magnificent thinking hats. 
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Pupils all come in wearing their hats. 

This is the Earth’s Greatest Show and we need to do more than just have ideas. We need to 

put them into action. You can’t just keep the ideas under your hat. You need to present them 

to the world. 

 Music 

Pupils take their hats off and bow 

You need to balance the idea and look at it from another angle. 

Pupils all put the hat onto their stick 

The idea starts to look a bit different and to grow 

Pupils all put the stick and hat into the air and look up at it  

Then you need to let that idea spin 

Pupils start to spin the hat 

Walk around and look at other ideas 

Pupils walk around with the hat and look at each other’s hat  

Throw the idea around a little  

Pupils throw the hat into the air 

Share the ideas with each other 

Some pupils put their hat on and see if they can pass the hat to each other  

Some ideas will fail 

But there’s nothing wrong with that you will learn from it 

Others will work and we have to keep trying so that: 

The sun will be happy again 

The Ocean will find its rhythm 

The Coral will bring its colour back 

The Arctic will regain its cool 

And the Rainforest will get its stage and characters back 

Then we can all enjoy the colourful, vibrant Circus the Earth should be. 

End 

 Audience Music: Wonderful World 


